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SUBJECT: FIRE IN MOSCOW'S HOTEL ROSSIYA 

REF: (A) MOSCOW 2666, B) MOSCOW 2668, C) MOSCOW 2669 

1 . UPI HAS INFORMED US THAT ONE OF ITS REPORTERS ENTERED FIRE- 
DAMAGED SECTION OF HOTEL ROSSIYA. DURING 15 MINUTES BEFORE 
SHE WAS TOLD TO I .RAVE SHE OBSERVED ELEVEN DEAD, ALL BUT ONE 
OF WHOM SEEMED MORE LIKELY TO BE VICTIMS OF SMOKE INHALATION 
THAN BURNS. SHE BELIEVES THAT TOTAL DEAD LIKELY TO 

BE SUBSTANTIALLY HIGHER. CORRIDOR IN WHICH SHE OBSERVED 
VICTIMS HAD SUFFERED SUBSTANTIAL SMOKE AND WATER DAMAGE, BUT 
WAS NOT FIRE DAMAGED. 

2. AMERICANS WHO WITNESSED BLAZE REPORT IT WAS A MAJOR 
CONFLAGRATION, WITH WINDOWS BURSTING OUT AND FLAMES LEAPING 
FROM NUMEROUS POINTS IN BUILDING. OBSERVERS SAW PERSONS ON 
TWELFTH FLOOR OF HOTEL ATTEMPTING TO ESCAPE BY 

TYING SHEETS TOGETHER AND DROPPING THEM OUT WINDOWS. 

3. AS INDICATED SEPTELS, THERE ARE, AS OF 0430 FEBRUARY 26 
MOSCOW TIME, A TOTAL OF SEVEN US CITIZENS REPORTED TO 
US AS HAVING BEEN STAYING AT ROSSIYA HOTEL WHO ARE 
STILL UNACCOUNTED FOR (MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM WILSON, 
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MR. AND MRS. SIDNEY VINCENT, MR. AND MRS. ED LIKOVER 
AND EDITH SCHWENK). 

4. EMBASSY OFFICER WAS INFORMED AT BOTKIN HOSPITAL THAT 
TWO ADDITIONAL AMERICANS HAD BEEN ADMITTED FOR SMOKE 
INHALATION. BOTH ARE REPORTED IN GOOD CONDITION. NAMES 
AS REPORTED TO EMBOFF ARE AMY BROWN AND ROBERT BRAUN. 
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BRAUN MAY BE IDENTICAL WITH ROBERT BRAUN UNACCOUNTED 
FOR PER REF B. HEAD DOCTOR FURTHER ADVISED EMBOFF 
THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO OTHER ADMISSIONS TO BOTKIN HOSPITAL 
CONNECTED WITH ROSSIYA HOTEL FIRE. 

TOON 
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